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AMBASSADOR AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
TOKYO
> —
‘?/ JV 4 7‘ /]’ ‘/ . ./\/r IN— A ]\ & D MESSAGE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN
1 would like to extend my ians to the Jap lia Socicty of K x

> . (Kumamoto JAS) on the uccasmn of the 50th annivers: of its founding. | 'hﬂnk Kumamoto
ﬁb EI B %L\ N J—‘\ 5 O ER El‘/_—'\ > JEH;L c - JAS for the excellent contributions it has made to our bilateral relationship.

R& K Ih = EX L JE AL AU

Since its establishment in 1973, many people in both Japan and Australia have benefitted from

the cultural and educational exchanges organised by Kumamoto JAS. 1 would like to thank
Chairperson Meguro and the leadership of Kumamoto JAS for their work to strengthen tics

Bﬁﬁ % 7,,4 - * _— between our countrics.
7 ZOLRE

Looking back on the history of the Kumamoto JAS, the story of post-war reconciliation
between Australia and Japan is a key theme. Mr Matsuo Keiu was a Japanese naval commander
from Kumamoto who lost his life during the Japanese attack on Sydney Harbour in 1942, In a
show of respect for the fallen, the Australian Navy conducted a fumeral service for Mr Matsuo
in Sydney and his remains were later returned to Japan. Following a visit to Sydney by Mr
Matsuo’s mother in the late 1960s, Kumamoto JAS was established with the mission of
fostering understanding between Australia and Japan.

This spirit of reconciliation has been evident in the activi of the Kumamoto JAS since its
cstablishment, with youth exchanges forming a central pillar of engagement between
Kumamoto and Australia over the past fifty years.

1am delighted to hear the Kumamoto JAS will be marking the 50 anniversary by holding an
Australia-Japan Festival in September this year. The Festival’s theme of “Connecting People,
Connceting Hearts” is than ever as Austral
after the disruption caused by the pandemic.

i Japanese people reconnect

Congratulations again on the anniversary, and for all of your achicvements in strengthening the
bonds of friendship between Australia and Japan,
Yours sincerely,

v =
il U‘\, -

Ylhlm Hayhurst
Australian Ambassador to Japan
July 2023

BT W Minaro-s. oo 106-8361 Japan
Telepl 52324120 Facsimile: 81 3 5232 4157
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